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To: The Honourable C. Mervin Leitch, 
Attorney General, 
Province of Alberta, 


NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 
of 


THE ALBERTA RACING COMMISSION 
JANUARY Ist. 1971 - DECEMBER 31st. 1971 


This is the Ninth Annual Report of the Alberta Racing 
Commission, It provides a review of Thoroughbred and Harness racing 


and the activities of the Commission for the calendar year 1971. 


THOROUGHBRED RACING 
ze MEETINGS 
There were twelve race meetings and one hundred and 
twenty nine days of racing with pari-mutuel wagering in 1971, 
compared to thirteen race meetings and one hundred and twenty six 


days of racing in 1970, as follows (1970 figures in brackets) :- 


Meetings Days of Racing 
Calgary ee eS. 54 (53) 
Edmonton 3 (3) 54 (53) 
Lethbridge Zz ¢2) 15 (15) 
High River - (2) -- ( 2) 
Lake McGregor Er. 4h 2 trbI 
Millarville 1. who 1 ‘ee 
Taber - (1) = €u3) 
Standoff 1 (-) 1 ( -) 
Stettler 1 (-) 2 ( -) 


Complete statistical information is attached hereto in 


Schedule "A" which forms a part of this Report. 


2e LICENSING 

The Commission continued its established practice and 
licensed all Associations which conducted race meetings and all per- 
sonnel who were directly connected with the running of races during 
the year covered by this Report. Thoroughbred racing at both Edmonton 
and Calgary was conducted once again under the auspices of the Western 
Canada Racing Association Limited for the Edmonton and Calgary Exhibition 
Associations, The Lethbridge and District Exhibition conducted both 
meetings held in that city, one in conjunction with its summer fair and 
the second in the fall. A fall meeting has been held annually since 
1961 in the southern city, but was conducted, until this year, by the 
Southern Alberta Racing Association Limited. 

Licenses issued and license fees collected in 1971 were 
as follows: 


Race Meetings: 


Calgary Exhibition & Stampede Ltd., Calgary $ 20,520.00 
Edmonton Exhibition Association Ltd., Edmonton 24,840.00 
Lethbridge & District Exhibition, Lethbridge 1,650.00 
Lake McGregor Memorial Park Association Ltd. Lake 

McGregor 100.00 
Millarville Racing & Sports Association, 

Millarville 50.00 
Kainai Racing Association, Standoff 50.00 


Stettler Light Horse Association, Stettler 100.00 


$ 47,310.00 


Personnel : 


718 Owners 7,210.00 
163 Owner-Trainers 3, 260.00 
104 Stable Names 1,040.00 
74 Trainers 740,00 
718 Grooms & Stable Employees 739.00 
§2 Jockeys & Apprentice Jockeys 267.50 
199 Exercise & Pony Boys 205.50 
145 Authorized Agents 145.00 
18 Jockeys' Agents 90.00 
10 Veterinarians 50.00 
26 Platers (Blacksmiths) 26,00 


2 Veterinarian Students 2,00 


$7 1357:7 5.00 
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Je RACE OFFICIALS 

For the eighth year in Lncteiatelien Mr. Clay Puett of 
Phoenix, Arizona, represented the Commission as Steward at all 
Thoroughbred race meetings held in Calgary and Edmonton, Mr. Puett's 
background in racing is most extensive and his knowledge of all aspects. 
of the sport has been most beneficial to the Commission, Mr. Harry 
Patten of Calgary represented the Commission as Steward at the two 
Lethbridge meetings, as well as all community meetings conducted 
under the jurisdiction of the Commission, Mr. Patten also has had 
many years of experience in horse racing and was responsible for 
enforcing the Rules of the Commission as they relate to the meetings 
which he supervised. Dr. J. Gordon Anderson, D.V.M., continued to 
represent the Commission as Veterinarian at the Calgary and Edmonton 
meetings, while Dr. E. G. Prince, D.V.M., officiated at the two 
Lethbridge events, 

The Commission feels that it is of utmost importance in 
the public interest to be represented at race meetings by officials 
who are qualified and knowl edgeable in the sport. Therefore, the 
Commission is singularly fortunate to have the continued services of 
the officials named, It is the view of the Commission that they dis- 
charged their duties to the satisfaction of all concerned and in the 
best interests of racing and that they continued to maintain the name 
and position of the Commission in horse racing in this province, It 
should be noted once again that it is the policy of the Commission to 
give consideration to citizens of Alberta when planning and develop- 


ing a programme for race meeting officials, 


4. STEWARDS! RULINGS, 

The Stewards promulgated eighty-five Rulings against 
licensed personnel for infractions or violations of the Rules of 
the Commission governing thoroughbred racing as follows: 


Careless and faulty riding 5 
Improper behaviour and conduct 
Improper medication 


Possession of unauthorized equipment 
Ineligible entries and claims 
Late scratches 


False license application information 
Improper and neglected records 
Medical unfitness 


Criminal and civil proceedings and record 
Revocation of a 1967 suspension 
Positive test 


RFrRwo Pwr owkF oF 


The number of Stewards! Rulings showed a slight in- 
crease over the number promulgated in 1970, although the majority 
were for minor riding infractions. The penalties imposed were in 
keeping with the violations of the Rules of the Commission Gov- 
erning Thoredenbred Racing and established turf practices. In 
the four cases shown under the heading "Improper medication" pen- 
alties were imposed against Trainers who had medicated horses 
after they had been entered to race. This is contrary to accepted 
procedure and as a result the horses involved were scratched out 
of the races in which they had been entered. 

In one case an Owner-Trainer was found to be in possess- 
ion of a hypodermic syringe and needle while in the paddock where 
the licensee's horse was being paddocked prior to the commencement 
of a race. A search was made of the licensee's tackroom at the 
track and living accommodation off the track. Substances were 
found but subsequent analyses of same indicated that none was in 
violation of the Rules of the Commission governing the possession 


and use of medicaments. The Licensee was suspended indefinitely 
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by the Stewards, denied the privileges of the grounds and the case 
referred to the Commission for eae action might be deemed 
necessary. The Commission heard the case. The Licensee did not 
attend the Hearing, but was represented by counsel. The evidence 
adduced indicated that the official sample secured from the horse 
tested negative to the presence of any prohibited substance and 
that there was no indication of the possession of prohibited sub- 
stances. Such being the case and as the record of the Licensee 
was practically free from any infractions against the Rules of 
racing, it was the Decision of the Commission that the Owner-Trainer 
be suspended for a period of thirty days for the possession of a 
hypodermic syringe and needle and that all horses owned or trained 
by_the Licensee be denied entry during the period of the suspension. 

The Stewards! Ruling involving a positive test resulted 
from the finding by the Chemists of a prohibited substance (procaine 
and/or a derivitave thereof) in an official sample. The licensee 
involved was suspended by the Stewards for a period of sixty days. 
A court restraining order was secured to set aside the suspension 
until the case had been disposed of by the Commission, or until a 
further order of the court. The case was then appealed to the Comm- 
ission and the Commission heard the appeal. The evidence adduced 
established that the Licensee had a long, clear record in racing, 
had not Pailed to provide reasonable protection and care for the 
horse in question and that the source of the offending substance 
found in the official sample could not be established beyond reason- 
able doubt. Therefore, it was the decision of the Commission that 
the Appeal be allowed and the suspension imposed by the Stewards 


set aside. 


5. GENERAL 
Both Calgary and Edmonton scheduled three race meetings 

in 1971, with a total of fifty-four days of racing at each centre, 
while Lethbridge continued the policy adopted in 1970 and conducted 
a summer and fall meeting. Wagering at all three centres showed 
a healthy increase in 1971 over the figure for 1970. This was due 
to a combination of favourable racing weather, a reasonably buoyant 
economy and an improvement in the quality of racing stock and the 
presentation of racing by the Associations involved. 

Thoroughbred racing is administered by associations and 
personnel dedicated to the sport and quite knowledgeable of their 
responsibilities to the wagering public and to the horsemen who 
are involved. The Commission continues to stress the need for im- 
provements to facilities and services and has assurances from the 
Associations involved that improvements are constantly under con- 
sideration and review and will be provided as time and finances 
warrant. 

HARNESS RACING 
6, MEETINGS 

There were four race meetings and seventy-six days of 
Harness Racing during the year 1971 as compared to four meetings 
and fifty-eight days of racing in 1970 as follows (1970 figures 


in brackets) :- 


Meetings Days of Racing 
Calgary 2 C1) 23 (10) 
Ednont on te 02) 50 (46 ) 
Westlock 1 ay 3 Crz) 


Complete statistical information is attached hereto in Schedule "B" 


which forms a part of this Report. 


7. LICENSING 

All associations which conducted race meetings and all 
personnel connected with Harness racing were licensed by the Conmm- 
ission in accordance with the Rules of the Commission Governing 
Harness Racing. Licenses issued and license fees collected in 1971 
were as follows: 


Race Meetings: 


Calgary Exhibition & Stampede Ltd., Calgary $1578 202,00 
Edmonton Exhibition Association Ltd., Edmonton 12,300.00 
Westlock Racing Association, Westlock 150.00 


$ 18,270.00 


Personnel : 
Owners, Trainers, Drivers, Exercise Boys, 
Grooms, Hot Walkers, Veterinarians, Vet- 
erinarian Assistants and Platers - 
511 Licenses $ 732.50 


8, RACE OFFICIALS 

The Commission was represented at the Calgary and Ed- 
monton race meetings by Mr. Don. C. Stewart, Jr., who acted as 
Commission Judge and Dr. Roy Saito, D.V.M., who acted as Comm- 
ission Veterinarian. In addition, Mr. Stewart represented the 
Commission at the Westlock Meeting. These officials are qualified 
and well versed in the responsibilities and requirements of the 
Commission and they fulfilled their duties in a competent and 
efficient manner. The Commission Judge had associated with him 
two other Judges. One represented the Canadian Trotting Assoc-— 
iat ion, as harness racing in Alberta is conducted under the com- 
bined Rules of the Canadian Trotting Association and the Alberta 
Racing Commission. The other Judge represented the Associations 
under whose auspices the race meetings were conducted. The three 
Judges acted as a panel and supervised the racing and dnforeed the 


Rules in the discharge of their duties. 
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9. JUDGES' RULINGS 
There were eighty-nine Rulings promulgated by the Judges 
in L071 which involved infractions of the combined Rules of the 
Commission and the Canadian Trotting Association. This compared to 
a total of forty-six promulgated in 1970. The Rulings for the year 
under review were for following violations of the Rules: 
Poor driving, or impeding or interfering with 
the progress of other horses or other drivers 
in races 8 


Improper behaviour and conduct 
Improper use of a whip 


Improper wagering 
Improper withdrawal of a horse from a race 


He Fwo 


The Ruling noted for "Improper wagering" involved a 
licensee who admitted to the Judges that he had wagered on horses in 
a race other than the horse he was driving in the same race. This is 
in contravention of the Rules Governing Harness Racing. Accordingly, 
the Licensee was suspended indefinitely by the Judges and the case 
referred to the Commission for whatever action might be deemed nec- 
essary. The Licensee appealed the Judges' Ruling and it was agreed 
that the referral and the appeal would be heard at one and the same 
time. At the proceedings, the evidence given by the Licensee was 
at variance with that which had been given at the Judges' hearing, 
inasmuch as he stated that he had not made the wager for himself in 
the race in question, but for another person. The Commission found 
that this and other evidence of the Licensee was full of inconsist- 
encies and contradictions. Accordingly, it was the Decision of the 
Commission that the Licensee be suspended from all racing for a 
period of two years from the date the infraction of the Rules occurred, 
that he be denied the privileges of the grounds and all horses owned 


or trained by him be denied entry during the period of his suspension. 
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The Commission feels that wagering by a Licensee on 
a horse or horses other than the one he is driving in a race is 
a serious matter. Improper wagering of this sort can result in the 
true or natural outcome of a race being affected in which case the 
wagering public is victimized and the image of the sport of racing 
damaged accordingly. This was the prime reason for the severity of 
the penalty imposed by the Commission in the case just reviewed, 

All Judges! Rulings were reviewed by the Commission, With 
the exception of those reveiwed herewith, all Rulings were for 
minor infractions of the Rules governing Harness racing and the 
penalties imposed were in keeping with the nature of the in- 
fractions and accepted racing procedures and practices. 

In addition to the Rulings promulgated by the Judges, 
the Commission found it necessary to require two Licensees to 
appear before the Commission to show just cause or reason for their 
failure to appear to give evidence at a Commission Hearing when 
required by subpeona to do so. Having failed to provide the Comm- 
ission with good and sufficient reasons for their failure to 
obey the subpoenas, the Commission jmposed a fine of $200,00 against 
each Licensee involved. 

The Commission feels that persons who violate the rules 
of racing, or who ignore the directions or orders of the Comm- 
ission are behaving in a manner not in the public interest and 
must be dealt with accordingly. Only in this way can the public 
interest be protected and the position of the sport of racing 


maintained and enhanced, 
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10. GENERAL 

Harness racing was conducted by the Calgary and Ed- 
mont on Exhibition Associations in the respective cities; while in 
Westlock the Westlock Racing Association conducted three days of 
racing in 1971 instead of the usual two days of racing. One of the 
two Calgary meetings was conducted during the summer this year. It 
was an innovation, carried out on an experimental basis, but app- 
arently did not readily meet with public favour or support. The 
daily wagering was $51,926.00; whereas the nine-day fall meeting, 
which opened during the last half of October, produced a daily average 
of $68,419.00. The Ednonton meeting was a continuous one beginning 
late in August, running through to the middle of October, for a total 
period of fifty days of racing. The daily wagering average at 
Edmonton amounted to $138,175.00 as compared to $138,132.00 in 1970. 
It would appear from the foregoing statistics that harness racing 
when conducted in the late summer or early fall produces more interest 
than it does when held in the earlier part of the summer. There 
was some shortage of horses at Calgary and Edmonton this year, as some 
eastern Owners did not come west as they have sometimes done in the 
past. A suggested reason for this was that there was an adequate 
number of days of racing available in Eastern Canada this year to 
provide sufficient, satisfactory racing for the local supply of horses. 
Wagering at Westlock was down slightly from last year - the daily average 
for 1971 being $11,045.00 as against $17,228.00 for 1970. Some of the 
factors contributing to the decline could be the earlier date for 
the meeting this year, when some horses might not be in fit racing 
condition, conflict with thoroughbred racing in progress at Edmonton 


at the same time and the fact that inclement weather prevailed on the 


Saturday of the meeting, considered to be the best day for racing 


oy 
at that centre. 

There is a growing number of satisfactory harness 
horses being produced in Western Canada, but it is apparent that 
at the present time it is insufficient to adequately provide for 
the needs of race meetings as currently being scheduled in Alberta. 
Those involved are of the view that the condition will be rectified 
eventually, so that adequate, satisfactory western standardbreds 
will be available for the racing needs of the province. The standard- 
bred industry in Alberta is an interesting and exciting one and one 
of increasing interest and growth. Combine these factors with the 
provision of all-weather, comfortable racing facilities, the future 


of harness racing in Alberta looks bright indeed. 


Slo 
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as GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

All horse racing with pari mutuel wagering in Canada is 
governed by the provisions of the Criminal Code and the Canada Depart-— 
ment of Agriculture is charged with the responsibility of providing for 
the requirements of the Code. One of the provisions of the Code is 
that no Association may conduct horse racing with pari mutuel wagering 
unless it has as its object, or one of its objects, the conduct of such 
race meetings. Another provision of the Code relates to a deduction 
from all pari mutuel wagering to provide for the enforcement of the 
requirements of the Code. These include direct supervision of pari 
mutuel systems and departments, including personnel, and provision of 
a photo finish and motion picture film service and a urine testing 
service for every race, For the past number of years and up until 
June 30th., 1971, the deduction was in an amount equal to .05% of the 
total pari mutuel wagering. On July 1Ist., 1971, the deduction was in- 
creased to the equivalent of .06% of the total pools, According to 
figures provided the Commission by the Canada Department of Agriculture, 
the amount deducted by the Government of Canada from wagering on races 


in Alberta in 1971 was as follows: 


Thoroughbred race meetings $ 185,302.82 
Harness race meetings 49,665.64 
Total $ 234,968.46 


12. REVENUE & EXPENDITURE 


The Racing Commission Act requires that the accounts of the 
Commission shall be audited by the Provincial Auditor or by such other 
auditor as the Lieutenant Governor in Council appoints, The Provincial 
Auditor has provided for this requirement each year since the inception 
of the Commission, including the year under review. His Report to the 
Commission and the Statements of Revenue and Expenditure and Surplus of 
the Commission for the year ended December 3lst., 1971, with comparative 


figures for 1970 follow on pages 13, 14 and 15 of the Report, 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 
OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL AUDITOR 


EDMONTON, Jenuary 125 LS72 


Alberta Racing Commission 
Bdamonton, Alberta 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE 


ALBERTA RACING COMMISSION 


OF ALBERTA 


STATEMENT OF KEVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


FOR TIE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 


(with comparative figures for 1970) 


Revenue: 


Thoroughbred racing: 
Race meeting assessments 
Personnel licenses 
Fines 


Harness racing: 
Race meeting assessments 
Personnel licenses 
Fines 


Miscellaneous 


Expenditure: 


Veterinarians! fees and expenses: 
Thoroughbred racing 
Harness racing 
Stewards! fees and expenses 
Commissioners! honoraria 
Office salaries 
Judge's fee and expenses 
Travelling 
Hearings and appeals 
Tatt ooing 
Printing, stationery and office supplies 
Office rent 
Insurance 
Telegraph, telephone and postage 
Licensee identification equipment and supplies 
Membership fees 
Canada Pension Plan contributions 
Legal fees 
Public Service Pension Plan contributions 
Miscellaneous 


Excess of revenue over expenditure 


1971 


$47,310.00 
13,775.00 
23,650.00 


$6 -00 


$18,270.00 
732.50 
400.00 


$1 02.50 
$___294.78 
$83,432.28 


6,150.00 
16,544.18 
11,500.00 

8,641.80 

6,285.20 

5 5262.49 

2,157.98 

2,016.99 

1,614.77 

1,248.00 

987.62 
965.08 
862.22 
760.62 
420.98 
400.00 
264.00 
146.34 


$81,293.23 
$ 2,139.05 


1970 


$47,250.00 
12,961.00 


1,850.00 
$62,061.00 


$14,285.00 
821.50 


$15,106.50 
$ 264.54 
$ 220 


$14,986.45 
4,890.50 
17,737.86 
11,500.00 
75 28% 030 
4,639.80 
3,759.64 
788.86 
3641.74 
2,004.82 
1,068.00 
917.68 
904.05 
1,022.17 
754.75 
482.39 
300,00 


149.09 
$76,835.10 
$ 596.94 


maT S tc 


Surplus at beginning of year 
Deduct: Remitted to Provincial Treasurer 


Add: Excess of revenue over expenditure for 
the year ended December 31 


Surplus at end of year 


Represented by: 
Cash in bank 
Race meeting assessment receivable 


1971 


$10,596.94 


$10,000.00 
251 39.0 


$12,139.05 


$ 8,639.05 
3,500.00 


$12,139.05 


1970 
$13,085.14 


x 


Os y 1s 
$10,000.00 


590.94 
$10,590.94 


$10,590.94 


$10,596.04 
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The Statement of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Comm- 
ission indicates that the pattern of hKkevenue items in 1971 followed 
that of past years. Once again, the largest portion of the revenue 
of the Commission was derived from the Associations which conducted 
race meetings, with lesser amounts earned from the personnel license 
fees and fines levied against licensees for infractions or violations 
of the Rules of the Commission governing racing. Also, the method 
of calculating race meeting assessments paid by race meeting operat- 
ors remained the same. The assessment or fee for a race meeting is 
in an amount sufficient to reimburse the Commission for the costs 
of providing officials for the meeting, plus an amount equal to the 
pro-rata portion of the balance of the estimated cost of maintaining 
the offices and services of the Commission, after estimated revenue 
earned from personnel license fees, fines and miscellaneous revenue 
for the current year has been deducted. The pro-rata amount is based 
on the propertion that the pari-mutuel wagering handled by each 
Association which conducted a race meeting in the previous year bears 
to the estimated nett total cost of maintaining the offices and 
services of the Commission in the current year. The Commission feels 
that this formula is fair to all concerned, It also feels that the 
amount of race meeting fees or assessments and license fees being 
paid by those who conduct race meetings, or who engage in racing, 
is fair and reasonable and that as far as can be determined at this 
time, the amounts should not change materially in the foreseeable 
future. 

The increase in Revenue of approximately $6,000.00 in 
1971 over 1970 reflects the increased number of days of racing and 


assessments and license fees earned from same; while the increase 
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of approximately $4,500.00 in the Expenditure of the Commission also 
resulted from the additional days of racing as well as steadily in- 
creasing costs for all services and supplies required by the Comm- 
ission. The amount of $3,500.00 included in the Surplus of the 
Commission as at December 3lst., 1971 and shown as "Race meeting 
assessment receivable" was paid to the Commission on January 6th., 
1972 to become part of the cash surplus of the Commission on that 
date. 

The Commission continues to maintain a contingency reserve 
of $10,000.00 as provided for by 0.C. 1012 - 66. Hence the Excess 
of Revenue over Expenditure for the year 1971 and a similar amount 
of the accumulated surplus as at December 3lst., 1971 in the sum of 
$2,139.05 will be remitted to the Provincial Treasurer in 1972. 

124. RACE TRACK SECURITY 

Security practices at the race tracks are of great im- 
portance. It is only with the provision of efficient, alert and 
well trained security officers employed by race meeting operators 
that the public good and interests can be protected. Such security 
officers are required to provide for investigations and surveillance 
in addition to the regular checking of all persons in and out of the 
stable areas and observation of the behaviour and activities of all 
those in the grandstand or wagering areas. The Commission, through 
its otticaalid; constantly observes the functions of associations! 
security officers to ensure that high standards of security and the 
requirements of the Commission in this important area of racing are 
maintained at all times. 

13. COMMUNITY RACE MEETINGS 
The Commission licensed community associations at Lake 


McGregor and Millarville, which have had racing in the past, 
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Stettler which has not. had a race meeting since 1967 and a new- 
comer - the Kainai Racing Association which held a race meeting in 
1971 si an Indian Reservation near Cardston, featuring quarter horses. 
Two of the organizations which have regularly held meetings in the 
past dropped out of the racing scene this year - High River and 
Taber, This resulted from local problems which could not be re- 
solved in time for their scheduled meetings. It is hoped that both 
centres will continue to hold race meetings in the future as horse 
racing has become an important part of the activities of both 
communities. The Red Deer Exhibition Association applied and was 
granted permission to conduct a four-day race meeting but an un- 
fortunate fire which destroyed all of the barn area on the fair 
grounds necessitated the cancellation of same. From correspondence, 
observation by Commission officials and other sources it is the 
opinion of the Commission that horse racing in the smaller cities 
and communities of Alberta is being widely discussed by interested 
and community-minded individuals who feel that their citizens are 
ready to support racing as part of their amenities. 

Mr. H. E. Patten, Calgary, acted as the Commission Steward 
at all of the Community Meetings. His knowledge of racing has made 
him valuable both to the Commission and to the associations con- 
ducting race meetings. This is especially true in the cases of new 
operators who embark upon a project to enrich the community life 
of their area and who need advice and assistance for the proper 
conduct of their meetings, in the public good, 

14. OFF TRACK BLTTING 
The question of off track betting continues to be a lively 


topic of conversation and conjecture on the part of all those involved 
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or interested in horse racing with pari-mutuel wagering in Canada, 
At the time of writing the question nannies confused and develop- 
ments in the near future quite uncertain, Off track betting outlets 
were established in Edmonton and Calgary in 1970, The principals 
involved were convicted in Magistrate's Court in that year for 
contravention of the Criminal Code of Canada, The decision was re- 
versed by the Appellate Division of the Alberta Supreme Court. The 
Department of the Attorney General of Alberta appealed the case to 
the Supreme Court of reusdertt pid the appeal was lost. To the best 
knowledge of the Commission no off track betting shops or offices 
functioned in Alberta in 1971. However, in Ontario the operator of 
a number of off track betting shops in the Toronto area was found 
guilty of offences against the law. In spite of this and official 
statements to the effect that steps would be taken to suspend the 
operations of off track betting agencies it is the understanding 
of the Commission that off track betting shops have continued to 
operate throughout that province. Further, it is the understand- 
ing of the Commission that the Government of Ontario has set up a 
Task Force to look into the matter of a system of off track betting 
for the province. Submissions are being sought from interested 
groups and no doubt their findings will be the subject of a report 
for the consideration of the Government of the Province, It is 
also the understanding of the Commission that the Government of 
Canada is giving consideration to amending the Criminal Code of 
Canada to legalize off track betting. It has been suggested that 
in the event this does come about, it will be done in such a manner 
as to make it a provincial option as to whether or not off track 


wagering will be permitted in any given province, It cannot be 
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denied that interest in off track betting is increasing steadily, 
particularily in the United States, but in Canada as well and it 
is a question which will have to be resolved ultimately. It is 
the view of the Commission that before off track betting is 
established in Alberta it should be the matter of a thorough 
public study or enquiry to ensure that there is a demand or need 
for it and if it is found that there is, a system be devised and 
instituted which shall ensure the protection and well being of the 
sport and all those vitally concerned with it - the wagering public, 
the race track owners and race meeting Operators, the horsemen and 
the Government. 
15. RACE ASSOCIATIONS AND RACE MEETINGS 

As in the past years members of the Commission continued 
to visit all race meetings to inspect the equipment and facilities 
used and the services provided in the conduct of the meetings. 

Pare Soles ewe eEe was paid to the personnel provided, their 
capabilities and conduct and the manner in which they discharged 
their duties. As a result of these visits certain suggestions and 
recommendations were made for improvements and changes to facilities 
and services. in the public good. In all cases the wishes of the 
Commission and the suggestions and recommendations made met with 
favourable response. 

Members of the Commission were available throughout the 
year and welcomed representations from all those who were in any 
way interested in the sport of racing. It encouraged meetings with 
the various groups directly involved with racing to assist them with 
any problems they had or anticipated and in this way the best in- 


terests of racing were served, 


cepacia 
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Respectfully submitted. 


y ie 6 ee 


Dated at the City of Edmonton, LAGOS e@eveseececeeceeoeeseseeoeoees 
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Vice-Chairman 


Province of Alberta, 


this Fourteenth day of February ,1972 Commissi oner 


THOROUGHBRED RACING - 1971 & 1970 SCHEDULE "A" 
Racing No, of Att endance Nett Gate 
Days Races Receipts 
1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 
CALGARY 54 53 441 433,181,334.-211,750 6$ 182,969.75 ¢ (2186, 20 tego 
EDMONTON 54 53 444 430 204,806 226,782 224,985.80 2495745675 
LETHBRIDGE Sue LS 124 2125), 000) 24). 480 6,975.00 6,296.00 
HIGH RIVER - 2 =~ 17 -- 1,074 --- 837.00 
LAKE McGREGOR 2 1 17 8 3,740 750 4,821.00 1,057.503) 
MILLARVILLE il 7 8 9 6,000 6,400 55751200 3,102.00. 
TABER - 1 -- 8 -- 725 --- 532.50. 
STANDOFF 1 - 8 =e 200 a 426.00 oH 
STETTLER £ Dignda 16 -- 775 -- 476,00 --- 
9 126 1,058 1,026 422,755 471,961 ¢ 426,404.55 ¢ 447,782.50 | 
Amount Wagered Pari - Mutuel 
Percentages & Breaks 
1971 1970 1971 1970 | 
CALGARY $13,743,716.00 $13,033,093.00 $1,315,729.16 $1,249,950.03 
EDMONTON 18,621,112.00 18,133,979.00 1,776,021.26 1,740,284.96 | 
LETHBRIDGE 870,307.00 694,152.00 109,528.68 87,693.10 
HIGH RIVER aes aoe 13,560.00 tt) 1,796.70 i 
LAKE McGREGOR 16,354.00 5124.00 2,120.63 666.98 | 
MILLARVILLE 39,691.00 25,561.00 5,109.97 3,284.34 
TABER mee 8,820.00 --- 1,136.90 
STANDOFF 2,930.00 nae 342.05 woe | 
STETTLER 4,712.00 cael 1 Sele 
$33,298,822.00 $31,914,289.00 $3,209,367.08 $3,084,813.01 | 
Alberta Gov- Gross Prize 
ernment Tax Money 
1971 1970 1971 1970 @ 
CALGARY $ 687,185.80 $ 651,654.65 $ 762,015.00 $ 734,920.00 
EDMONTON 931,055.60 906,698.95 805,715.00 775533500) 
LETHBRIDGE 43,515.35 34,707.60 66,885.00 63,000.00 
HIGH RIVER — 678.00 --- 2,275.00) 
LAKE McGREGOR 817.70 256.20 1,970.00 805.00. 
MILLARVILLE 1,984.55 1,278.05 2,205.00 2,719.25) 
TABER =o 441.00 --- 1,210.00, 
STANDOFF 146.50 --- 4,535.00 --- 
STETTLER 235.60 --- 2,350.00 ---_ 
1,595,714.45 $1,645,675.00 $1,580,264. 25) 


Source - Chief, 


PARI MUTUEL STATISTICS 


$ 1,664,941.10 $ 


Race Track Supervision, 


Canada Department of Agriculture. 


a 


CALGARY 
EDMONTON 
WESTLOCK 


CALGARY 
EDMONTON 
WESTLOCK 


CALGARY 
EDMONTON 
WESTLOCK 


HARNESS RACING = 1971 & 1970 


PARI MUTUEL STATISTICS 


SCHEDULE "B" 


Racing No. of Attendance Nett Gate 
Days Races Receipts 
1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 
23 10 2307 lOO 629%, 543.) 94899 $ 23,899.25 $ 13,682.25 
50 46 500 460 112,671 105,482 87,154.10 86,864.35 
pure! pwd 22 14 OD 1,950 961, 30 P4325 
Soe. 752 


76 


574 143,514 122,331 


Amount. Wagered 


1971 1970 
$1,342,796.00 $ 800,311.00 
6,908,742.00 6,354,068.00 
33,136.00 34,457.00 


$8,284,674.00 


$ 


$ 


$7 ,188,836.00 


Alberta Gov- 
ernment Tax 


1971 1970 
67,139.80 $ 40,015.55 
3455437.10 317,703.40 
1,656, 80 1,722.85 


414,233.70 $ 


359,441.80 


$112,014.65 $102,009.85 


Pari - Mutuel 
Percentages & Breaks 


1971 1970 
$130,129.29) '$ 775633110 
663,520.50 610,335.40 
Ao lig ii2 LAS SW ATES) 


$797,881.51 $692,326.29 


Gross Prize 
Money 
1971 1970 


$104,250.00 $ 46,925.00 


321,545.00 277 5370.00 
4,900,00 3,040.00 


$430,695.00 $327,335.00 


Source - Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture. 
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